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Second Language Education pedagogy, culture and methodology in Spain (SLE in Spain)  
 

Learning Outcome 

 
o SAF Scholars will be able to articulate the differences in second language education between 

China and Spain  
o SAF Scholars will be able to demonstrate knowledge of second language education pedagogy 

tools and teaching methodologies through classroom observation and the delivery of their own 
lesson  

o SAF Scholars will construct a lesson plan using both Chinese and Spanish teaching 
methodologies for second language education  

o SAF Scholars will be able to analyze key differences in Chinese and Spanish teaching 
methodologies and bring different methods back to China they would like to use in their own 
classroom  

 

Course Descrption: 

 
This unit introduces the fundamental teaching methodologies, pedagogy tools and educational culture 
in Spain, with a focus on Barcelona and Catalonia. Topics, which are delivered in modules, include (1) 
pedagogy tools used across Spanish and Catalonia classrooms in second language education courses; (2) 
The educational culture of Spain and how the educational system works within different regions; and (3) 
classroom observation in local primary and secondary classrooms to provide real analytical comparison 
between China and Spain. While introducing students to Spanish second language teaching 
methodologies, emphasis is mainly placed on explaining the general second language educational 
system in Spain and classroom observation of real methodologies and pedagogy tools. Summative 
assessments are held throughout the unit to help students adopt a learning strategy that facilitates long-
term understanding and mastery of material. 
 

o Course will consist of five lectures to complement and enhance the classroom observation 
component of the program included in the field studies. All lectures will occur at the University 
of Barcelona and taught by a University of Barcelona professor to be confirmed closer to 
program date.  
• Session 1: Introduction to Course and Pedagogy tools used in Spanish Second Language 

Education  
• Session 2: The educational culture of Spain and hos the educational system works in regions 

of Spain, like Barcelona, where there is another language spoken besides Spanish with a 
comparative analysis to China  



 
• Session 3: The different second language methodologies in Spanish education  
• Session 4: Public Investment in education, concerted schools and privatization of education 

in Span and Catalonia  
• Session 5: Conclusion of course with reflection on classroom observation and comparative 

analysis to China  
o Two (2) Guest Lectures on hot topics in multilingual and multicultural education in Spain. Guest 

lecturers to be confirmed closer to the date of the program.  
• Guest Lecture 1: Chinese integration into the community in Barcelona. Multilingual and 

Multicultural education  
• Guest Lecture 2: Chinese education and Chinese schools in Barcelona  

 


