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DKU Spring 2015

Undergraduate Course Descriptions
* COURSE UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Global Health

Maternal and Child Health (7 weeks) *

This course provides a solid foundation in global perspectives on maternal and child health research,
practice, and policy. The course utilizes case analysis to examine critical health challenges facing women,
children, providers, and policymakers in some of the world's most vulnerable communities. Topics
covered will include data and measurement, health system challenges, public health interventions and
programs, and policy and advocacy. The course is designed for graduate and advanced undergraduate

students. Format is lectures, debates, group discussions, and reactions to weekly videos.

Medical Anthropology (7 weeks) *

This course is an examination of cross-cultural experiences and understanding of health and illness, the
body, and non-biological aspects of medicine. Topics covered include: 1) culture-specific sickness (such
as envidia, running amok, attention deficit disorder); 2) class, race, and gender inflected experiences of
health, and 3) various societies' organization of health care specialists, including biomedical doctors,
voudon priestesses, and shamans. Class format includes lectures, group problem-solving, class

discussions, and field trips.
Humanities

Mandarin Language Series (full semester)

DKU offers a full range of Mandarin courses, from entry level to advanced 4th year writing. Oral and written
placement exams are administered to determine the proper assignment of students to courses.

The aim is to develop communicative proficiency in Mandarin with equal attention to aural
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Chinese cultural and historical facts, as well as

social-cultural etiquette will be integrated into the program.

US Academic Writing for EFL Students (full semester)
This course is an introduction to US academic writing culture, and to communicating effectively through
writing in a US academic environment. Students will build their ability to write effectively and accurately

in styles appropriate to US academic environments, and will enhance their rhetorical knowledge, critical



thinking, writing processes, knowledge of conventions, and ability to compose in US academic settings.
Additionally, they will improve oral skills relevant to academic life in the US, especially the ability to give

effective oral presentations, and also to contribute to discussions.

Writing Across Cultures (7 weeks)

“Writing Across Cultures” is an advanced course that will give students experience and training in English-
language writing through theme-based seminars on a topic selected by the instructor, such as body and
illness, local communities, art and dance, folktales and children’s literature, history of science,
photography, etc. Course components include cross-cultural inquiry within writing, as well as an

emphasis on making texts public.

Interethnic Intimacies (7 weeks)

This course will examine the cultural politics and the political economies of “interethnic intimacy” or
“intercourse,” broadly defined, as represented in literature and visual culture from and about Asia. Texts
from literature, visual culture, and history will be read along with theories of critical race studies, gender
and sexuality, postcolonialism, globalization, visual culture, and other representative technologies of the
self/other, contextualized in “Asian Empires” from the past to the present. Format is lecture, small group

discussions, and film analysis.

American Dreams, American Movies (7 weeks)

The course “American Dreams, American Movies” will present an overview of the development and the
cultural history behind American movies—the Depression, World War II, fear of the atomic bomb,
evolving understandings of psychology, race, and women’s roles—while narrating the evolution of
American film as a mass-entertainment industry interacting with changing technologies through the 20t
and 21st centuries. Throughout, the course will emphasize a critical consciousness of how movies both
reflect and generate American narratives of national identity that interact with the world. The format will

be lecture, discussions, and analysis of films.

Physical and Natural Sciences

Frontiers of 21st Century Physics (7 weeks)
The course is an introduction to several questions representing frontiers of 21st century physics, such as
what are the ultimate laws of nature, how does complex structure arise, and how can physics benefit

society. Classes will involve presentations by researchers and by students, discussions of journal articles,



and tours of physics labs involved with related research. Prequisites: Precalculus and at least one

quantitative science course at the college or high school level, such as chemistry or physics.

Social Sciences

Citizenship & Globalization (7 weeks)

This course will try to make sense of ethical evaluations and decision-making at three levels: 1) the level
of individuals in their private and working lives; 2) the level of the political, social, and economic
institutions of the modern nation-state, especially as these are focused on citizens and other residents of
the state; and 3) the level of global and international relations. The format is lecture style with small group

discussions.

Economic Development in China (7 weeks)*

In this course students will trace and discuss the rapid development of China’s economy over the past 30
years. Economic trends will be linked to other aspects of life in China and also to the relations between
China and other countries. Consideration will be given to regional as well as national economic
development. The readings will include scholarly articles, popular analyses, and case studies. The format

will be lectures and group discussions.

Entrepreneurial Marketing (7 weeks)*

This course will cover the fundamental principles of marketing utilizing a combination of lectures, case
studies, and classroom discussions. Marketing is commonly and mistakenly thought of as one-way
communication from one entity selling a product or service to another entity buying it. Marketing is a
much more comprehensive process that attempts to understand the customer’s needs and buying
behavior. The objective of this course is to teach students how to exercise critical thinking skills and sound
market research techniques to discover and understand customer wants and needs, to understand the
impact of the market environment on customer behavior, and to create and promote products that will

meet customer needs.

Global Energy (7 weeks)*

This course examines the links between available, reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy supplies,
and the economic and national security of an advanced economy in the early 21st Century. The two
countries of particular interest are China and the United States. Both are net energy importers, both
depend on smoothly functioning global energy markets and open sea-lanes, and both face ethical and

environmental issues as they choose between their energy sources and suppliers. This course will use



current primary-source materials on energy producing and consuming countries, case studies that lay out
frameworks for understanding energy security and related background, and guest experts who focus on
energy issues from the U.S. Consulate General in Shanghai and elsewhere in the region. The format is

lectures, group discussions, and field trips.

Health, Development, and Environment in China (7 weeks)*

This course will explore how local, national, and transnational organizations manage the environment,
discuss it, study it, protect and defend it; the relation between environmental politics and human health;
who speaks for nature and to what ends; the differences between capitalist and socialist approaches to
the environment; how relations among natures, nations, social movements, individuals, and institutions
have changed over time. The emphasis will be on China, but other case studies will be considered for

comparison. Format will be lectures, groups discussions, and field trips.
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